SHRIRAMPUE
"Darkness Lies Within

Gandhiji was next asked regarding the report that he finds
himself in darkness, and why and when the darkness came over
him and whether he saw any release from it.
He replied : " I am afraid the report is substantial. Out-
side circumstances have never overwhelmed me. The reason
for the present darkness lies within me. I find that my ahimsa
does not seem to answer in the matter of Hindu-Muslim rela-
tions. This struck me forcibly when I came to learn of the
events in Noakhali.
" The reported forcible conversions and* the distress of the
Bengali sisters touched me deeply. I could do nothing through
pen or speech. I argued to myself that I must be on the scene of
action and test the soundness of the doctrine which has sus-
tained me and made life worth living.
" Was it the weapon of the weak as it was often held by my
critics or was it truly the weapon of the strong ? The question
arose in me when I had no ready-made solution for the distem-
per of which Noakhali was such a glaring symptom.
"And so setting aside all my activities, I hastened to
Noakhali r to find out where I stood. I know positively that
ahimsa is a perfect instrument. If it did not answer in my
hands, the imperfection was in me. My technique was at fault.
I could not discover the error from a distance. Hence I came
here trying to make the discovery. I must, therefore, own
myself in darkness till I see light. . God only knows when it will
come. More I cannot say."
My Ahimsa Put to Acid Test
" I have come here to put my ahimsa to the acid test in this
atmosphere of rank distrust and suspicion," said Gandhiji
replying to a question put by the correspondent of a Madras:
paper.
The question was : "Don't you think, that Bengal Ministers
may regard your very presence here as an oppression and that
whatever they do out of their own sense of justice towards the
rehabilitation of the refugees may be regarded by .the outside
world as being done under the pressure of your presence ?"